Although at the turn of the century, medical textbooks described a variety of physical disorders associated with alcohol, this concept was treated with scepticism with the rise of investigative medicine, and it was usually assumed that the major disabilities caused were psychological and sociological. Recent work has shown this to be untrue; over the last twenty years a vast amount of work has been done on the metabolism of alcohol and it has been demonstrated that it can affect the function of nearly every system in the body. Many English clinicians seem unaware of this work, even though alcoholic diseases are increasing in frequency. It is, therefore, particularly useful to have such a book published in England and fitting that Dr Lieber, one of the pioneers in the clinical investigation of alcoholic disease, should be the editor. The book deals fully with the way ethanol is metabolized and systematically works through the various systems, demonstrating how biochemical function is disturbed.
My only criticism would be in the way the different chapter authors have dealt with their brief. In some sections both the metabolic effects, and the clinical syndromes arising from them have been described and their management discussed. In other sections, for example that dealing with the brain, clinical manifestations have been omitted. It is hoped that a new edition would correct this type of imbalance. This book is to be recommended to all physicians and teachers in clinical medicine and the editors of some of the current textbooks of medicine might at last take the hint and include this subject under a separate heading. This unique book, conceived in Vienna at the Danube Symposium on Neurology in 1972, contains twenty-four chapters from twenty-two contributors, mainly neurologists and psychologists but also others working in the related fields of anatomy, neurophysiology, neuropathology, psychiatry and otolaryngology. The greater part of it is devoted to various aspects of the nervous functions involved in musical activity, the remainder to the effects of nervous disease on musical function and to some rare disorders provoked by music, such as musicogenic epilepsy.
It is inevitable in a work of multiple authorship that the quality of its contributions, in terms both of content and of literary style, should be uneven; but there are many chapters which will surely appeal to a wide range of interests, not only amongst medical men but also amongst musicians and music lovers. Two of the most outstanding of them are 'Music and Mental Disorder' by Professor W H Trethowan, and 'Anatomy and Physiology of Voice Production' by A S Khambata, both of them beautifully written and extraordinarily well-informed musically. Chapters of particular interest are 'The Language of Music' by R A Henson; 'Musical Therapy in the Field of Psychiatry and Neurology' by N Schipkowensky; and 'Music, Emotion and Autonomic Function' by G and H Harrer. In this last chapter we are shown that von Karajan's pulse rate is raised more by his emotional involvement in conducting Beethoven's third Leonora Overture than by landing his own jet aircraft! Inevitably there is some overlap between the various sections of the book and there are several themes which recur throughout its pages, especially that of hemispheric distribution of neural mechanisms underlying musical function, with particular reference to hemispheric dominance and specialization; and to the 'amusias', both executive and receptive, and their relationship to the aphasias.
The subject of absolute pitch receives but scant attention, and what little there is about it is largely incorrect. Though apparently intentional, this is a sad omission, not only because of its intrinsic interest, but also because of its relevance to the psychological aspects of hearing, the inheritance of musicality, the neuropsychology and development of musical ability and, in particular, memory and memorization in musicall ofthem subjects which are otherwise discussed in some detail. This is a fascinating collection of essays, which will give much pleasure and enlightenment to any doctor with an interest in music, and to any musician or musicologist who can grapple with 'the language of medicine'. This book from the Mayo Clinic group on congenital malformations is beautifully produced, concise with good illustrations, and is mostly well written. Rightly it is dedicated to the late Gian Rastelli who personally contributed so much. However, this book, published six years after his death suggests that progress in the subject stopped then, and it is sad that important contributions and references from other sources, particularly since 1969 have been ignored. With the exception of the excellent chapter on echocardiography by Dr Hagler, the text appears as authoritative history. The clinical profiles chapter is inadequate, with poor consideration of natural history, differential diagnosis and the fundamental significance of associated extracardiac malformations. Electrocardiography is well presented and informative, and surgical treatment clearly described so that physicians can understand the problems. An admirable attempt is made to determine the unnatural history after surgery, but before the results of the well drawn actuarial curves are taken as gospel, one must know how many patients survived ten years or more and what were the methods of evaluation. The anatomical pictures are breathtaking, and must have been inspired by Jesse Edwards. From these any reader can learn the anatomy of atrioventricular defects, provided he is not influenced by the sometimes careless and misleading captions. The embryology is lucid but not as up to date as would be expected from the distinguished author.
The book provides a good basic introduction to the subject, but will disappoint informed en- Those working for higher qualifications in ophthalmology will undoubtedly be pleased with the appearance of this book, which with remarkable success has managed to cover many of the important subjects in this vast and ever-growing aspect of ophthalmology.
As a textbook, its appeal lies in the clarity of the text, the minimal use of graphs and tables, the competence of the authors and the useful bibliographies. There are also copious good black and white photographs including some excellent angiographs. However, to include thirty-six topics in 550 pages has necessitated a brevity, which in some areas greatly reduces the value of the contribution. The subject has been divided into diagnostic aspects, inflammatory disorders, vascular disorders, endocrine and hxematological disorders, genetics and drug reactions, and a very large section on neurophthalmology.
The limitations imposed by multiple authorship are hard to avoid in a textbook with such a wide coverage of highly specialized knowledge; but the price is reasonable, and its popularity seems assured.
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Westminster Hospital Some other biochemical polymorphisms are also included: the ability to taste phenylthiocarbamide, the acetylator system and the excretion of ,B-aminoisobutyric acid. Finally, there is a section on the calculation of gene frequencies and the application of the computer to such calculations. Most of the book is taken up with the blood group systems. The vast amount of material included in this book has taken many years to collect, assemble, classify, tabulate and analyse, a huge task accomplished by dedicated and intensely hard work. It is presented in a series of introductory chapters of admirable clarity. The transplantation antigens of the leukocytes have, according to Dr Mourant's preface, come to late to be included, but he says that they have a very great potential for characterizing populations, and that when the time comes their population genetics will need a separate monograph. It is stated that in extracting data from the literature, the authors originally planned to end with material published in 1968 but this was subsequently extended to 1969; from the beginning of 1970 they have included only data which were accessible with ease, or which made a substantial contribution to known world distribution patterns, especially those of newly discovered factors.
Tables distributed on 850 pages provide details of the population distributions of the system described. There are three indices: a general index to the text, an author index to the text and tables, and an index of populations mentioned in the tables. The book is a unique compendium of much basic quantitative data of human population genetics. It will, therefore. be an invaluable and standard source of reference for workers in physical anthropology and in human genetics, both academic and clinical. The printing is of high standard and the authors and printers are to be congratulated on producing this impressive volume.
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